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F ever an Engliſhman had Reaſon to be 

proud of his Birth-right, it muſt be at 
the Moment in which I now have the Honour 
to addreſs you; it muſt be when the Feel- 
ings of every Individual is become the great 
Buſineſs of national Councils, and when the 
political Influence of the Kingdom meets the ; 
private Sentiments of the Heart, to enlarge 
the Circle of general Philanthropy and Bene 
volence. . _ 1 | 


Yous late noble Conduct on the Impeach- 
ment of Mr. HasTinos, is a Pledge of Pro- 
tection to the injured Rights of Mankind, 
and whilſt the Bleſſings of Millions are united 
to your Memory; however Poſterity may 

n decide 


1 
decide on the Virtues, or Errors of your 
Adminiſtration, it never can eraſe the Name 
| of PITT from the Records of Humanity. | 


Tur Cauſe of thoſe I am now going to 


plead, wants not I am confident a more pow- 
erful Advocate than your own Heart, in 
their Defence But the moral Diſtinction of 
Right and Wrong is ſometimes forced to ſub- 


mit to the Interpretations of political Expediency , 
and the grand Intereſts of human Nature, 


are too often meaſured by thoſe of the parti- 
cular Society to which we happen to belong— 
In aſpiring to national Felicity, Men fubſti- 
tute Arts which increaſe their Riches, inſtead 
of thoſe which improve their Nature, and in 


the Ardour of progreſſive Induſtry, and the 


Eagerneſs of perpetual Refinement, overlook 


the Means which ate applied to advance the 


one, and the Methods which are practiſed to 


gratify the other But the Obligation to Vir- 


tue is not the leſs becauſe Intereſt may over- 


rule it, nor are we to perſiſt in Guilt, becauſe 
it may be inconvenient or dangerous to renounce 
itt is true indeed Adeo in Que laboramus 
fola, crevimus, Divitias Luxuriamque, that we 
| muſt now contract our r Opinions of what we 


n, 


— 


A. n of Reformation. 


„ 1 

ought, to what in Conſiſtence with public 
Safety, we may be permitted to do; and the 
the Syſtem of Revenue is ſo involved with 
the Syſtem of Slavery, the Exigences of the 


State ſo dependant upon the Planters Wealth, 


and the Security of their Property ſo ſtrongly 
ratified, and enforced by repeated Acts of the 

Legiſlature, that we cannot be generous with- 
out Injuſtice, nor pay the Tribute of Mercy 
without endangering the Treaſury.— If any 
Suggeſtions in the following Pages ſhould 


tend to reconcile Expediency with Juſtice, 


our private Duty with our public Faith, and 
the Dignity of the State with the Security of 
the Individual, the Deſign of them will be 
fully anſwered.—If on the other Hand! 
ſhould ſo. far have miſtaken the Means, that 

the feeling Heart ſhould be diſſatisfied, or 
the intereſted one find Cauſe to complain, I 
ſhall at leaſt have contributed my Endeavours 
towards the Suppreſſion of Enormities, where 
Acquieſcence would be criminal, and where 
the Neceſſity can only be ſurpaſſed by the 


Mosr 


_ ® UnpovuznTebLy there would be no Difficulty in 


cutting off the Abuſe : at once by an-immediate Abolition 
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propoſed.— To reftrain and to amend ſeems to be all 


_ the ſame Time humane and ſalutgry—But of this here- 


h after. 


4 
Mos v of the Tracts I have hitherto peruſed, 
ſeem to derive their Force rather from the 
Manner of Diſcuſſion than from a Fullneſs 
of Enquiry, and to owe their Reputation 
more to the contradictory Evidence of pecu- 
liar Facts, than to a minute and candid In- 
veſtigation of the general Subject. On one 
Side a Series of 'Hardſhips and Cruelties is 
enumerated to criminate a whole Set of Men; 
and on the other the Conduct of a conſider- 
able Number of reſpectable and humane 
Planters is brought forwards to invalidate the 
Aſſertions of ſo injurious a Charge: And 
whilt Avowals, and Contradictions carried 
on with the ſame apparent Zeal for Truth, 
both ariſing from the ſame Source of Infor- 
mation, and both the Effects of the ſame 
Experience, are ſucceſſively publiſhed arid 
believed, —It muſt be independant of Opi- 
nions ſo oppoſite, it muſt be by recurring to 
the invariable Teſtimony of Juſtice, that we 


of the African Trade, but 1 am afraid ſuch a Law 
would have an Operation widely differeat from the End 


that can be done at preſent, and the Difficulty will lie 
in the Mode and Manner of it, ſo as to render it at 


, 
1 


. 
are to determine our Conduct, and direct it 
towards the Perfection of that moral Syſtem, 
of the World which ſeems to have been pre- 


ſcribed to it by the great Creator of every 
Syſtem of der a 


Taosr FO have read the | Eſſays of 
Mr. Ramsavy and Mr. Tong on this Subject, 
will perceive that I more immediately allude 
to their reſpective Publications.—It would be 


highly ungenerous in a perfect Stranger to 
theſe Gentlemen, to ſuſpect either of them of 


Partiality, or Miſrepreſentation; both ground 
their Reaſonings upon Facts, and both repre- 


ſent themſelves as Eye Witneſſes of the very 


Facts they relate.— Giving therefore due Cre- 
dit to their reſpective Veracity, what are we 
to infer from the Inconſiſtency of their Nar- 
ratives ?—That though Humanity ſtands in 
Need of no controuling Laws, though ſhe 
may be anxious to temper with Mercy the 


Iron Rod of Power, yet in the unfeeling 


Hands of Rapacity and Avarice, is it exer- 


ciſed with a Cruelty. that human Nature 


ſhould. ſhudder at, and with an Impunity 
which- as a Nation we ſhould bluſh with 
Shame to behold, | 


Bur 
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Bor after all, the Situation of the Slaves 

in the Weſt Indies is but a relative Part of 
the main Queſtion.— The Trade to the Coaſt 
of Africa is equally barbarous and unjuſti- 
fiable, however the Diſpoſition of the Planter 
may ſweeten the Bitterneſs of Servitude.— 
Can it be defended upon any "Principle that 
both Reaſon: and Feeling would not reject 


with Indignation— Arguments drawn from 


the * forfeited Rights of Mankind, or tending 
to eſtabliſh the Legality of Slavery on the Cuſ- 
toms of civil Society only prove in a Queſtion 
like this, the Weakneſs of our Cauſe, or the 


Badneſs of our Diſpoſitions.— As the Law of 


Nature and Nations is interpreted, ſays a 
+ celebrared * one would | imagine there 
were 


Tus Forfeiture of theſe Rights can only be oces- 
ſioned by Conqueſt or Crimes, and even ſuppoſing it 


could be proved that our African Cargoes confiſted only 


of Captives and Criminals, can it be denied that the 
very Wars by which they are obtained, are frequently 
excited by the Proſpect of an Engliſh Market; and the 
Penalty of the-Laws by which they are condemned, too 


_ rigorouſly exacted by the Deſire of Engliſh Goods.— 


| Vide. a candid and ſimple Narrative of the Slave Trade 


entitled T houghts upon the African Slave Trade, by 
Jonn Newton, 


— 


' + MonTesqu1ev Lettres Perſannes, 94, 95 


. 


l 

were two Sorts of Juſtice, one to regulate the 
Affairs of private Perſons which prevails in 
the civil Law; the other to compoſe the Dif- 
ferences that ariſe between People and People, 


which plays the Tyrant in the Law of Na- 


tions.— As if the Law of Nations were not 
itſelf a civil Law, not indeed of a particular 
Country, but of the World.—It is by this 
Law we are to be guided, and we muſt ceaſe 
to eſteem, ourſelves as Citizens of a free State, 
we muſt forget our Situation as Men, and 
renounce our Obligations as Chriſtians ere 
we can ſuffer a few ſelfiſh, ſubtle Reflections 
to explain away all that has the Appearance 
of ſocial, kindly and generous in our Frame.— 


Is a Country where the Genius of political 


Wiſdom, and civil Arts ſeems to have fixed 


her Seat, to circumſcribe her Virtue within 
the Contentment of her own comparative 


Bleſſings, or is it not her Duty to extend the 
Influence of her Laws and Manners wherever 
Humanity may call for their Exertion, or the 
Barbarian for their Example.—Governed by, 

and obeying the great Principles of Equity 
and Juſtice, we are called upon to enlarge 
and enlighten the human Mind by the Liber. 
ality of our legiſlative Reaſon : We are bound 


( 10 ) 
to act as the Tutors and Guardians of Man- 
kind; and if we betray or abuſe the Truſt 
repoſed in us, we prove ourſelves unworthy of 
the Freedom we poſſeſs, and unfit for the 
noble Employ: of it; for which Providence 
may probably have deſigned us. — But as the 
Principle of the Trade cannot be defended, 
there is an Argument raiſed upon the Effe#s 
of it which in Proportion as it leans to the 
Side of Humanity has been urged with toler- 
able Succeſs;— The Condition of the Negroes 
in the Welt Indies, is in general much 'more 
elegible, it-is ſaid, than in their own Country. 
Now granting the Truth of the Aſſertion, 
what Argument is it in Defence of the Trade. 
Il can readily. believe that Time“ may efface 
the Memory of former Scenes, and that a 
compaſſionate Maſter and Habits of Induſtry 
may have placed many of the Negroes in 
Situations that even ſome of our own Poor 
might envy But ſubſequent Treatment - tho? 
it may ſerve to reconcile the Planter to his 
Conſeience, cannot juſtify the Act of Pur- 
chaſe, and where we invade every Privilege we 
| | Ourſelves 


of Some too are brought ſo youag as to ſ PE Nothing 
by the Bitterneſs of Compariſon, and even this boaſted 
relative Happineſs is from what I have been able to 
3 the Portion only of the Creole. | 


* 


Ourſelves poſſeſs, and abandon every Principle 


t we are taught to cheriſh, the Plea of Neceſſity 
f is the only Excuſe left for the Exerciſe of real 
© RE 7nmoratity.—Beſides too without calling in 
© RS Queſtion the Right we may have of bettering 
c WS thc Condition of others by Force, I would ſim- 
, ph ak whether we do not ourſelves inſpire 
's = the Motive to the Oppreſſion and Cruelty with 
S which they are treated and whether the 
2 wretched Negroes are not firſt reduced to the 
'S * deplorable' Condition we ſpeak. of, by the 
ce very Means we pretend to employ to relieve 
[> them from it. From the Reluctance alſo with 
, which a Slave bears his Chains, and from the 
b. Danger that almoſt always attends his Em- 
© barkation, it is evident that He is ſenſible of a 
a = Change for the worſe, it is evident that He 
y has ſome Affections mingled with the Soil 
in that gave him Birth, and ſome Ideas of Hap- 
Ir pineſs, which amidſt all his Misfortunes a 
* perpetual Baniſhment from his native Country 
is ſeems to deprive him of. Hard-hearted and 
r- cruel as we are, we ſeize the unhappy Victims | 
e in the Moment of Anguiſh and Deſpair, and | 
s = = the contending Paſſions ſubſide, boaſt of 
8 = having reſcued them from the Oppreſſions of 


; | their Superiors, and of reſtoring them to, a 
B new 


new Exiſtence But are they not Slaves in the 
moſt abject Senſe of the Word, are they not 
groaning under the Tyranny of the moſt abſo- 
lute Deſpotiſm, and what is their Servitude 
in the Weſt- Indies, but a Change of Maſter ? 
Why it is an Exchange from political to 
domeſtic Slavery — It is an Annihilation of 
every Right, and of every Sentiment, it is in 


ſhort a Degradation of the human Being to 


the Brute; The moſt arbitrary Government has 
ſome Limits, and the Sway of Empire that 
outreaches Law is ſtill fettered by Cuſtom and 


Prejudice Men acting in Communities feel 


alſo an Importance even in their Submiſſion, 
and whatever they may ſuffer from the Tyran- 
ny of the Prince, ſtill fancy They retain the 
Dignity of a People But reduced to the ab- 
ject Servility of a menial Slave, and loſt in the 
Senſe of his own Debaſement, the Negro drud- 


ges on with ſullen and painful Endurance; He 
feels neither the Spirit of Society, to aſſuage 


or reſent the rigours of it,- nor the Sweets and 
Duties of thoſe Ties and Affections, which 
under all Contingencies endear the Soul to the 
Country that gave Birth to them. 


. Lr 


*  H99 ed. aud. Mc ms 


ET 


( 13.) 
Lr me not here be accuſed of giving Way 


to a glowing Imagination, or of inſpiring the 
the Breaſt of a Negro with Sentiments he ne- 


ver poſſeſſed Sprung from the ſame Origin, 
Human Nature may vary, but it cannot differ: 

and where we find the expreſs Image of the 
Creator; the ſame animated Teinpetanicite; the 
ſame Symmetry of Form, and an equal Vigour 
of Exertion, let not the Pride of Intellect 
preſume to talk of *menta] Incapacity—Where 
Circumſtances have favoured their Talents, or 
Situations called them into Action, Examples 
may be brought of Honour, Worth, and Un- 
derſtanding that muſt too often be left out of 
the Catalogue of European Superiority—And 
if we were forced to ſeek for the Virtues or the 
Digaity of the human Race on board an A fri- 
can Trader, it would be amidſt thoſe who were 
groaning under their Miſery; not among thoſe 
whole Vice and Brutality could infli&t i e 


B 2 5 Bur 


_ ®Vipg, The Whole of this Argument very fully and 
nobly anſwered by Mr. Ramsar, Chap. 4. Page 197, 
et Seg. Vide. alſo MoxTzsQu1ev L'Efprit des Loix. 
For my own Part, I cannot help thinking that the Com- 
pariſon of a modern Italian Eunuch to a Roman Citizen, 


is full as degrading as chat of a Negro to his e lr 
Anceſtors. | 


— 
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Bur this Deſire of tracing the Violations of 
Humanity to any Thing but our own Avarice 
and Wickedneſs, has called forth the Spirit of 
Prophecy to its Aſſiſtance, and united the Will 
of the Deity to countenance and confirm a 
Practice“ abhorrent to every Principle He has 
taught us to cheriſh. Whether the Comple- 
tion of the Prophecy has been abundantly ful- 
filled in the Deſcendants of Ham, and his Poſ- 
terity, would be immaterial to decide: The 
Argument, (ſuppoſing the Penalty ſtill unpaid) 
muſt reft wholly on the Authority given to 
thoſe who inflict it—Human, Inſtruments have 
indeed generally been, the Miniſters of God's 
if Wrath and Indignation, and the F ulfillance of 
I! | thoſe prophecies we have ſcen accompliſhed, 
il bas been apparently brought about by the pro- 
i greſſive Series of human Events The Records 

| of Hiſtory, independant of the divine Predic- 
tions, are Nothing more than the Viciſſitudes 
and 


* Stxce. theſe Sheets were ſent to the Preſs, I have 
met with a Publication of the Rey. R. Harris, ad- 
dreſſed to the Corporation of Liverpool, intitled, Scrip- 
tural Reſearches on the Licitneſs of the Slave T rade.— 

The enſuing Remarks will prore that our Conception, 
of Scripture are totally differeyt, and I only lament that 
the advanced State of my Letter will not ſuffer me gen 
to diſprove, what I moſt heartily condemn, 


„„ 
and Reverſes of Fortune, traced through the 
Progreſs, Riſe, and Decay of political Eftah- 
liſn ments; and the Paſſions of Mankind, 
which are made ſubſervient to the Ends and 
Deſigns of our Creator, may be reaſoned upon 
from the Improvements, or Corruptions of 
their Nature But are the Cruelties that ac- 
company theſe Paſſions leſs criminal, becauſe 
God, in his infinite Wiſdom. has foreſeen the 
Event of them? Were the Horrors that were 
committed before Jeruſalem lawful, becauſe 


SS @T%7 


tion of it; or was the Treachery of Shes 
meritorious,. becauſe the Son of Man was to 
be betrayed, and crucified? When we are 
unjuſt, and unmerciful, to aſſert that we are 
ſo, in Obedience to the divine Command, is 
adding Blaſphemy to our Iniquity It is op- 
poſing the Order of Providence, it is deſtroy- 
ing the Harmony between the natural, and re- 
vealed Law of God, it is bending Religion to 
a Syſtem of Vice and Depravity, and endea- 


„ ad. vouring to bind Hatred and Uncharitableneſs, 
Serip- with the Bond of all Love and Perfection. 
Fa : . | 

2t10Ns 


Warner then, it has been urged, ariſes it, that 
denen has been tolerated by God from the 
earlieſt 


1 


eatlieſt Periods of the World? And does not 
the Moſaical Account of Mankind give a 
Sanctiom to the relative Conditions of Maſter 
= and Slave, and the abſolute Silence of our Sa- 
| viour on the Subject, prove at leaſt the Ne- 
ceſſity, if not the Expediency of the Tenure d 


4 e eskias or Superiorities and Depen- 
1 dancies are certainly natural to Mankind, in 
| Conſequence of our Frame and Condition of 
Life—They are the Reſult of Application, 
and Induſtry, and the Exerciſe of the ſotial 
| Virtues, which catinot take Place without mu- 
| 
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tual Dependance, neceſſarily involves in its 
very Idea, theſe Inequalities Now if ſuch ap- 
f ßpears to be the State of Mankind, we are not 
1 to enquire whether i it was juft, right, and good 
| to create them in ſuch Cireumſtantes, but 
NY whether it does not appear from our own Con- 
k ſtitution, to be the Intention of the Author of 
| our Being, that we ſnould ole the Advanta- 
17 ges we may reap from a greater Advance in 
internal or external Goods, to encteaſe the ge- 
neral Sum of human Happineſ Every Or- 
donnance of the Moſaical Law reſpecting 
Slaves, is founded on that brotherly Love and 
Aeon we owe to each other Perpetual 
| Slavery 


Slavery alſo, is abſolutely forbidden, except 
at the Expiration of the Term allotted, the 
Slave wiſhed to render it ſo, by a voluntary 
Compact entered into before the Judges 
But what in Fact have we to do with the Moſa- 
ical Diſpenſation; living under one ſo eſſentially 
different, we are neither to make it a Rule of 
our Faith, or of our Conduct We are 


taught 


* Vip. 21 Chap. Exodus.—I could wiſh the Reader 
to compare the Precepts of Humanity laid down in this 
Chapter, with the Laws reſpecting the Slaves in the 
Weſt-Indies:—Some of the printed enes in Favour of 
Negroes ate to be found in Mr. Tos1n's Remarks on 
Mr. RausaY's Eſſay, P. 26. And when he learns 
from the Divine Regulations that he that ſmiteth a Man 
fo that he die ſhall be ſurely put to Death—=And finds a 
Confirmation and Extenfion of the ſame Law, to 
Strangers as well as Iſraelites—7e hall have one Manner 
of Law as gell for the Stranger as for one of your own 
Country : For I am the Lord your God. Levit. xxiv. 22, — 
What muſt his Opinion be of that human Inſtitution 
which to the Diſgrace of our Legiſlature, ſtands in theſe 
preciſe Terms—Perſons killing Slaves, wantonly or 1n- 
humanly, to be deemed guilty of Felony, with Benefit 
of Clergy for the firſt Offonce, but liable ts Fine and 
Impriſonment ; for the ſecond Offence to ſuffer Death. 
As a ſubſequent Appendage to Tyranny may be added, 
that if a Negro, on any Provocation whatever, kill a 
white Man, he is to be burnt to Death. 
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eatlieſt Periods of the World? And does not 
the Moſaical Account of Mankind give a 
Sanctiom to the relative Conditions of Maſter 
and Slave, and the abſolute Silence of our Sa- 
viour on the Subject, prove at leaſt the Ne- 
ceſſity, if not the Expediency of the Tenure 5 


revenues or Superiorities and Depen- 
dancies are certainly natural to Mankind, in 
Conſequence of our Frame and Condition of 
Life They are the Reſult of Application, 
and Induſtry, and the Exerciſe of the ſocial 
Virtues, which catinot take Place without mu- 
tual Dependance, neceſſarily involves in its 
very Idea, theſe Inequalities No if ſuch ap- 
pears to be the State of Mankind, we are not 


to enquire whether i it was juſt, right, and good 


to create them in ſuch Circdmiſtatites, but 
whether it does not appear from our own Con- 


ſtiturion, to be the Intention of the Author of 


our Being, that we ſhould uſe the Advanta- 
ges we may reap from a greater Advance in 
internal or external Goods, to enicreale the ge- 


neral Sum of human Happineſs—Every Or- 


donnance of the Moſaical Law reſpecting 
Slaves, is founded on that brotherly Love and 
AﬀcQion we owe to each other Perpetual 

Slavery 


Slavery alſo, is abſolutely forbidden, except 
at the Expiration of the Term allotted, the 
Slave wiſhed to render it fo, by a voluntary 
Compact entered into before the Judges 
But what in Fact have we to do with the Moſa- 
ical Diſpenſation; living under one ſo eſſentially 
different, we are neither to make it a Rule of 
our Faith, or of our Conduct - We are 

5 $9 taught 


* Vip. 21 Chap. Exodus.—I could wiſh the Reader 
to compare the Precepts of Humanity laid down in this 
Chapter, with the Laws reſpecting the Slaves in the 
Weſt-Indies.—Some of the printed ones in Favour of 
Negroes ate to be found in Mr. TosB1n's Remarks on 
Mr. Rausav's Eſſay, P. 26. And when he learns 
from the Divine Regulations that he that /miteth a Man 
fo that he die ſhall be ſurely put to Death And finds a 
Confirmation and Extenſion of the ſame Law, to 
Strangers as well as Iſraelites—7e hall have one Manner 
of Law as cell for the Stranger as for one of your own 
Country : For I am the Lord your God. Levit. xxiv. 22. — 
What muſt his Opinion be of that human Inſtitution 
which to the Diſgrace of our Legiſlature, ſtands in theſe 
preciſe Terms—Perſons killing Slaves, wantonly or in- 
humanly, to be deemed guilty of Felony, with Benefit 
of Clergy for the firſt Offence, but liable to Fine and 
Impriſonment ; for the ſecond Offence to ſuffer Death. 
As a ſubſequent Appendage to Tyranny may be added, 
that if a Negro, on any Provocation whatever, kill a 
white Mah, he is to be burnt to Death. 
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Cit ) 
taught by our bleſſed Redeemer to hot upon 
all Men as our Equals, to do unto others as we 
would tbey ſhould do unto us. We are told that 
the Time ſhall come when he Wolf ſhall lie down 
with the Lamb, and the whole World ſhall be 
a Scene of Peace and Harmony.—That there 
ſhall be one Fold under one Shepherd even Chriſt 
our Lord.—If therefore we think ourſelves, 
bound to the Practice of theſe Duties, or have 
any Belief in theſe Expectations, ſurely the Abo- 

lition of Slavery is implied in them.—And 
when we are commanded to behave ourſelves 
in all Reſpects towards our Creator, as beco- 
meth his Creatures; towards one another, as 
becometh thoſe that are indued with the ſame 
common Nature; and towards ourſelves accord- 
ing as the Dignity of our Being requires we 


ſhould: Is it not impious to interpret the Si- 


lence of our Saviour upon any particular Adi 
of Sin, into the Toleration of an Iniquity 


whoſe very Principle ſtrikes af the Root of 40 
bis Doctrine Not to mention that at the Time 


he appeared, an abſolute Silence on this Sub- 
ject, ſeems neceſſary for the Progreſs of the 
Reformation he was to accompliſh—The Ro- 
man Laws with Reſpect to Slaves, were eſtab- 
liſhed and exerciſed with all the barbarous In- 

ſolence 


( 19 ) 
ſolence of Superiority, and Dominion—And 
had the Precepts of our Saviour tended, to diſ. 
turb the Order of civil Government, or alter 
at once the Conſtitution and Form of it, amongſt 
any Nations, the Pride and Paſſions of Man- 
kind would have taken the Alarm, and inſtead 
of a Preacher of Peace, he would in all Pro- 
bability have been inſtantly quelled as a Pro- 
moter of Sedition and Rebellion—But He 
came to purify the Hearts of his People, to 
engage the Morals of Mankind on the Side 
of their Manners—The great View of his 
Miniſtry, was to encourage Men to govern 


| their Paſſions, to Be of the moſt zuft, gener- 


ous, and friendly Diſpoſitions to others—His 
Doctrine was to inſinuate itſelf into the Hearts 
of his Followers, and diffuſe its prevailing 
Influence on the Conduct of human Life, 
through ſucceeding Ages. : 


I nave hitherto, Sir, confined my Obſer- 


WT vations to that Part of the Queſtion relative 


to the Right we have as an enlightened and a 
Chriſtian Nation to exerciſe this inhuman 
Branch of Traffic ; and have found little Dif- 
ficulty, though there was Room perhaps for 
much more Addreſs in combating Arguments 

| _— which 
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which the Reaſons of Trade can never recon- 


cile with the Feelings or Duties of Mankind 


How far They ought to reſtrain the Hand 
of Juſtice, and how far the Plea of Neceſſity 
muſt be heard againſt the Claims of Humanity, 
may not be ſo eaß, or ſo ſafe to determine.— 
It is certain we owe every * Security to the 

Planters 


* Dr. PrissTLEY in his Zeal for Humanity ſeems 
to have overlooked every private Conſideration—To 40 
Juſtice and to fſhew Mercy (ſays He) ſhould be our firſt 
Care, let what will become of the Superfluities, or even 
the Neceſſaries of Life. —And if we looked no farther 
than the Enjoyment of theſe] Superfluities, there is no 
one, I preſume, who would put the Uſe of the Weſt 
India Luxury in Competition with the Rigours of the 
Weſt India Slavery—But when theſe very Superfluities 
are the Produce of Eſtates held under a Security as 
ſacred as any Eſtate in this Kiagdom—Nay when many 
of them through the Medium of Commerce, are par- 
tially or wholly in Poſſeſſion of Engliſh Merchants who 


have paid the full Value of their mate Produce—We 


cannot annihilate or reduce this Product without indem- 
nifying them for the Loſs, an Effort far beyond the 
Reach of the exhauſted Revenues of this - Country— 
The transferring our Sugar Plantations to the Coaſt of 
Africa would be for ſimilar, and various other Reaſons, 
equally impolitic and impracticable— The Wound is 
dangerous, Time and Regimen may purify it, and 
effect a Cure, Amputation would be Death. Vid. Dr. 

| PRIESTLEY's 


_ - — OE — 


1 


*Planters* Property; it has grown up under 
our Protection; it has proſpered under the 
Influence of our Government, and whatever 
may be the moral Right of the Planter to 
his Slave, the political Right to him is as fully 


confirmed as that of the Farmer to the Inſtru- 


ments of his Agriculture The public Credit 
of the Nation has been likewiſe ſo raiſed and 
ſupported by the immediate, and relative 
Contributions of this Part of her Trade, that 


our Reflections and Reaſonings cannot now be 


wholly applied to the preſent State of the 
Commerce, but to the prefent State of our 
Afﬀairs—As we have partaken the Profits we 
muſt conſequently be involved in the Ruin of 


the Partnerſhip: And however we may bind it 


by ſubſequent - we cannot now 
C2 withdraw 


ParesTLEY's excellent Sermon on this Subject, P. 27, 28. 

Were Sugars to be imported as freely from any Country 
whatever, as any other Merchandize, the Slave Trade 
would not indeed be formally aboliſhed, but it would be 
rendered uſeleſs and inſignificant in a Conte of Years, 
and by that Means would gradually decreaſe in the ſame 
Manner as Slavery was formerly aboliſhed throughout 


| Enrope,—Bnt the Maxim of Monopolies has over- 


whelmed every other Maxim of Commerce, and we 


muſt, and every Day do pay the Penalty of * 
to it. 


it 1 

2M 

| withdraw our Support, without the — 
] | Danger and Diſhonour. 

1 

18 ol 
4 ghur when we conſider the Breach that ſuch 
. an Eſtabliſhment has made in the Syſtem of 


national Virtye, it is our Duty to defend and 
ſecure it by every Preſervative in our Power, 


| || . till Patience and Perſeverance in the ſame 
Y generous Cauſe may effectually cloſe it up 
| | for ever.——In purſuing the Subject through 
VN its various and important Conſiderations, I 


1 ſhall beg Leave to follow the Statements of a 
B ® late Publication, both as they ſeem to em- 
| brace the principal Objections of the Planter 
[| to the projected Reformation, and becauſe 
| amidſt the Suggeſtions of private Intereſt it 
is impoſſible to read a Defence of perſonal 
; Property urged with a greater Degree of Can- 
1 dour and Calmneſs In the eſſential Point 
of Humanity, F that Slavery is an Evil, 

and therefore it is to be wiſhed that it could le 

redreſſed by an ABOLITION o TE 'STATE it/e!f, Wil 

er the TOTAL EMANCIPATION OF SLAVES, we | 
moſ 
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* Cons1DERATIONS on the Emancipation of Ne- 
groes, and on the Abolition of the Slave Trade, by 3 
Weſt India Planter, 


+ Vide Page 2d, 


LETS 

moſt cordially agree; And the Danger as well 
as Impolicy of redreſſing it at once by bee 
Means, cannot in the preſent State of Things, 


be denied—But that gradual Advances to- 


wards a general Reform may not be made, 
that we muſt not check what we dare not 


confine, nor modify the Exerciſe of Claims 


we cannot extinguiſh is a Doctrine that no 
Plea of Property can juſtify, and which the 
moral and political Character of a People ought 
not to endure—lf the Evils we are forced 


to ſubmit to, will not admit of a Remedy, 


if no Wiſdom or Prudence, can eventually 
ſecure to us the Bleſſings without the Curſes 
of the Weſt India Commerce, and if a Com- 


bination of mercantile Intereſt, is to operate 


againſt every moral Affection, and every ſocial 
Tie, we had better relinquiſh the Boaſt of 
national Proſperity, than ſupport it by Means 
ſo deſtructive of its real Dignity and Honour 


And to uſe the Words, becauſe I unite in 


the Sentiments of a very * candid, and well 
informed Writer—Though I were even ſure, 
ſays He, that a principal Branch of the public 
Revenue depended upon the African Trade, 

(which 


Vip. Eſſay of the Rev. Jon Nazwron, before» 
mentioned, P. 7. 
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( 24 ) | 
(which I apprehend is far from being the Caſe) -. 
if I had Acceſs and. Influence, I ſhould think 
myſelf bound to ſay to Government, to Par- 
liament, and to the Nation, Ir is not lawful 
to put it into the Treaſury, becauſe it is the 


Price of Blood. 


Bor let us examine the Objections that are 
made to a partial and progreſſive Emancipation 
of the Slaves in the Weſt-Indies, ſince by the 


gradual Operations of acquired Freedom, and 


by a Modification of the Trade to Africa un- 
der the ſevereſt Reſtrictions, the moſt Cautious 


aſſure themſelves of a final Completion of their 


Wiſhes; and the moſt eager are led to temper 
their Impatience with a Satisfaction that antici- 
pates the Effect of theſe habitual Exertions in 
the Cauſe of Humanity. The main Force of 


the Gentleman's Argument reſts on a Principle 
of Equity, he lays down at the Beginning of 


his Work—That where an Individual is diveſted 


of his Intereſt for the Benefit of the Community at 


at large, he ſhall be indemnified out of the public 
Treaſury, to the full Extent of his Injury. Eſti- 


mating therefore the whole Compenſation due 


to the Planters, who, he ſuppoſes muſt be rui- 
ned in Conſequehce of a total Annihilation of 
Slavery, 


( 260 

Slavery, or Abolition of the Trade, at 60 Mil- 

lions, he claims an Indemnity from the annual 
Enfranchiſement of any Number of Slaves 
proportionable to the Diminution of Product 
the Eſtate muſt ſuffer from the loſs of Labour 
For, to uſe his oẽ n Words, „ As there are 
very few, if any Plantations, which poſſeſs more 
Negroes than are abſolutely neceſſary to work them ; 

| the depriving @ Planter of any Number of his 
Slaves, is ſo far to impair his Power of Cultiva- 
tion, and of Courſe proportionally ta leſſen the Pro- 
duct of his Eſtate. On a Suppofition therefore 
of one in one Hundred to be freed annually, an 
additional Burthen of 600, oool. muſt annually 


be laid on the Country, to recompenſe the 
Planters for their Loſs. | 


BzsipEs too the Advantages reſulting from 
the Accompliſhment of this partial Freedom 
would not in the Author's Opinion correſpond 
to the Expectations of Humanity, it being 
more than probable + that the Rigours of Sla- 
very would even be aggravated to thoſe who ſtill 

remain 

Vip. above-mentioned Conſiderations on the Eman- 
cipation of Negroes, and on the Abolition of the Slave 


Trade, by a Weſt India Planter, P. 6. 
+ P. 7 


( 26 ) 


remain ſubjef? to it. Fur the ordinary Conſequence 
of working an Eſtate with an inadequate Strength 
of Negroes, has even been the requiring an Exceſs 
of Labour from ſuch Slaves as they have.— 
1 In anſwer to theſe inſurmountable Difficulties, 
{| 1 and to relieve the Country from this enormous 
| Tax on its Humanity, I muſt beg Leave to 
iſ. | borrow ſome of the impaſſioned Invectives the 
| Author has himſelf * lent to the Voice of 
1 | Compaſſon—1s then Nothing to be done for this 
| degraded Part of the Species? Muſt the Weſt 
India Planters be ſtill permitted to exerciſe their 
lawleſs Tyranny over Subjefts endowed like them- 
ſelves not only with bodily Feeling, but with men- 
tal Reflection. If theſe are idle Declamations, 
it is a Diſgrace io the feeling Heart that 
they are ſo— Is a Senſe of Freedom ſo detri- 
mental to the Cauſe of Induſtry, that we 
cannot impart the One without deſtroying the 
Other? Are our Reaſonings to be drawn from 
the Laſh and the Whip? and the Qualities of 
the human Mind to be extended no farther 
than the degraded Condition of it? Terms of 
Civilization are only relative, and what were 
our own Anceſtors. when the Miſtreſs of the 
World added our barbarous [land to the Reſt 

| of 


Page 28. 


(9 ). 
of her Conqueſts ?—Yet from Want of Arts 
do we determine a Want of Capacity ? ? And 


| where our own Features do not appear, appre- 


hend that there is Nothing which deſerves tobe 
known In the preſent Situation of the Ne- 
groes, the End of Slavery might be the Be- 
ginning of Vengeance; unable to comprehend, 

or to feel the Bleſſings of Liberty, they would 
not conſider themſelves as Parts of a Commu- 
nity where they had been ſo much injured, but 
diſpute perhaps the Poſſeſſion of a Country, 
where the Dominion of their Lords and Maſ- 
ters was no more But make them Objects 
of Care as well as of Dependance, give a 
Charm to Induſtry from the Expectation of 
Reward, and a Novelty to Labour by uniting 


their Intereſt with the Performance of it, and 


who ſhall ſeparate the immediate Affections of 
the Heart, from a growing Senſibility to the 
Welfare of thoſe who inſpired them. Argu- 


ments drawn from their preſent Genius and 


Temper, can have no Effect upon the Mind 
that feels the progreſſive Exertion of its own 
Powers; or that has traced the gradual Ad- 


vance of the human Intelle& from a rude and 


barbarous State, to a State of Culture and Im- 
provement—Indolence and Stubbornneſs of 
D Diſpoſition 


( 28 ) 


Diſpoſition are the natural Effects of Force and 
Coercion, and I doubt whether an European 
in Chains at Algiets, would feel any other In- 

citement to work, than what aroſe from the 
Terrors of Puniſhment. 


— 
2 — 
= Re - 
-. . —— — — or — — ———ůͤ — — 
« 4 - — - - . 5 
— _ — 
— *y o- — pa pang ” _ o 
* 
— — — — — - — — — — =_ 
_ - ” — — 


But if Negroes ceaſe to be Objefts of private 

Coercion and Protection they will be amenable only 

to the Laws of their Country, and muſt be adjudged 

by thoſe Laws—The Gibbet muſt therefore be ſub- 

| * flituted for the Whip, and the Negroes have ſo 
much Want of mental Exertion, that they encoun- 
ter Death at the. Gallows, with the ſame ſtupid 


Inſenſibility and Indi Herence as they would do a fim- 
Ple Flagellation. 


4 


"Wok there is no Senſe of * there 
can be no Senſe of F eeling beyond the Acute- 
neſs of immediate Pain— The Mode of Pu- 

niſnment muſt be equally indifferent, and 
without the Influence of Religion, the Gibbet 
in many Caſes, the moſt eligible of the two 
. The Law, or the Maſter may puniſh the Ne- 
gro, but cannot diſgrace him, and it is only 
from the Contempt of his F ellow-Aſſociates; 
from the comparative Worth and Happineſs of 
5 | | their 
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their Situation, that he will learn Contrition 
for his Fault, or ſhew a Deſire of Amend- 
ment. | | 


But a Slave reſtored to Freedom would never let 
himſelf out to hire, and ſubmit to the regular La- 
bours of a Sugar Eſtate for Money*—Experi- 
ence loudly contradicts this Aſſertion, though 
through the Extent of our Weſt-India Planta- 
tions there may not be a ſingle Example to in- 
validate the Truth of it. —Habits of Induftry 
are the Reſult of honeſt Labour and Content- 
ment, and the conſtant Purſuit in their Voca- 
tions, creates an Independance in the lower 


|: | Ranks of Society, which gives a Sort of Dig- 


nity to their Station But Labour in the Weſt. 
Indies is aſſociated with Infamy; it ſeems to 
throw back the emancipated Slave into his pri- 
mitive Meanneſs, and the Pre-eminence into 
which he happens to be raiſed above his Fel- 
lows, is a Diſtinction that he would either 

D 2 * ſtarve, 


*P, 10. This alludes to the Conduct of the Quakers 


3 in Pennſylvania, with Reſpect to their Slaves; and how- 


ever we may differ from that humane Set of Mea in the 
Forms of Chriſtianity, in the grand Eſſentials of it, they 
are on this Occaſion much our Superiors. 


& WM 3 * 

*arve, or ſteal to maintain Till the Mind is 
free, as well as the Body. The Charms of Li- 
berty cannot extend beyond the animal Enjoy- 
ment of it, and without looking for Elevation 
of Sentiment, or Liberality of Opinion among 
the Negroes, let us be allowed that we may in- 
ſpire them with the ſame Senſe of Order, and 
Subjection as is to be found among the inferior 
Claſſes of our on People; let us indulge the 
Hopes that Care and Attention to the riſing 
Generation at leaſt may convert the Slave into 
the induſtrious Subject, and change the Sul- 


lenneſs of Submiſſion into a dutiful and willing 
Obedience. 


Norioxs like theſe will, I am well aware, be 
called chimerical; but it muſt be from ſome 
{ſuch 


* Ir I miſtake not there is a Law exiſting in many of 

the Weſt India Iſlands, which prohibits the Enfranchiſe- 
ment of a Slave, without a certain Allowance for his 
Maintenance, leaſt he ſhould become a Scourge, or a 
Burthen to the Community —Suppoſing there was no 
Degradation in the Exertions of Induſtry, and they 
were felt to be their Duty as well as neceſſary to their 
Subſiſtence, this Law would certainly be uſeleſs —But 
we are anxious rather to maintain the Peace of Society, 
and to repreſs the external Effects of bad Paſſions, than 


to ſtrengthen the Diſpoſition of the Heart itſelf to 
Juſtice and Goodnoſs. 
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ſuch Notions, it muſt be from encouraging 
ſimilar Expectations, that we ſhall either awa- 
ken our Indifference into Action, or proſecute 
our Reſolutions with Zeal And if we read 
our Leſſon of Practice, not in the partial Ex- 
tracts of national Policy, but in the grand Vo- 
lume of human Nature, we ſhall find a Foun- 
dation on which we may build with Security, 
and Materials on which we may hope to work 


= with Succeſs. 


Tux Author next confiders the probable 
Effefts of an Abolition of the Slave Trade— 
And ſuppoſing a direct and immediate Prohi- 
bition to take Place, many of thoſe He men- 
tions are, I fear, to be dreaded—The ſudden 
Stop to any future Importation, might leave 
many of the Weſt India Eſtates without a 
Poſſibility of Culture, and either increaſe the 
Hardſhips of the poor remaining. Slaves, or 
drive the Planter to the Neceſſity of procuring, 
them from the French and other Nations at 
all Riſques, and at an Expence ſo prodigiouſly 
creaſed, as to diſable him ſtill further from 
—_—_ -222ins with the French in a Competition at 
eren Markets for the Sale of their Produce— 

W 7 >crefore without reaping any Advantage to the 
| Cauſe 


| BB To 
Cauſe of Humanity, we ſhould deprive ourſelves 
of a ſolid commercial' Advantage, as others wil 
greedily embrace what we abandon,* 


THzse is alſo, ſays he, "Reaſon to think, 
that our own Countrymen who are among the 
+ firſt Speculators in Europe, and have been long 
engaged in that Traffic, to which they have large 
Capitals appropriated, will not altogether de/iſt 
from their Adventures, but that they will con- 
trive to extratt Advantages from it, though cir- 
cuitouſly, and under the Cover of foreign Paſſes. } 


THresz and various other Objections founded 
on the Injuſtice of invading private Property, 
on the Danger of throwing our Plantations 
into the Arms of France, and of deſtroying 
alſo by too much Precipitation the very Ob- 
jet we wiſh to attain, are ſo many fatal 
Truths which, however painful to hear, can- 

not 
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'+ This indeed is a melancholy Truth which daily 
Practice corroborates—It is but very lately that ſeveral 
Ships have ſailed from the different Ports of Great-Bri- 


tain, to take Advantage of an advanced Bounty « on this 
er offered by France. | 


1 Page 12, 13. 
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not nom be denied—But that with Time and 
Attention they may be removed, that this 
inhuman Traffic may be ultimately aboliſhed, 
and that our Wealth may increaſe with our 


ak, MY Virtue, is an Idea that Nothing but the Evi- 
he dence of Experience ſhould tempt us to re- 
long nounce— Whatever Regulations I may pro- 
arge poſe, or any Hints that I may be led to ſug- 


1% et towards the Attainment of theſe Advan- 

ages, I ſhall beg Leave to reſerve for the 
W Concluſion of this Letter; but as One of the 
res. | principal Ones which leans on the natural 
. Supply by Generation, is effectually inter- 
© rupted by the Concluſion of the above - men- 


nded 
erty, tioned Author, it may be neceſſary to enter 
more particularly into is Part of his Ob- 


jections. 


Let us ſuppoſe, ſays He, that all poſſible 
Chance of obtaining Negro Slaves from the French 
or other European Iſlands, ts cut off, and that the 


not 
Planters have no Reſource but in the natural 
= 221 by Generation Will the Condition of the 
; daily WR Slaves be amended ? I aver it will not—In Sup- 
ſeveral port of this Poſition He proceeds i in the fol- 
at-Bri lowing Words 
on this 8 L 
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* intercepted, the Number of Negro Slaves 


. 
» « Arr. Supply by Importation being 


* employed in our Colonies will diminiſh 
« —At preſent they diminiſh on moſt Eſtates 
every Year, in Conſequence, it is al. 
« lJedged, of exceſſive Labour and ill Treat 
tt ment — Labour (which is inſeparable from 
te the Condition of a Slave) will doubtleſs in 
« Climate ſuch as that of the Britiſh Sugar 
e Iſlands, tend to produce Sterility and Diſ. 
orders which terminate in Death But how 
« can theſe Effects be prevented otherwiſe 
« than by an Abolition, or ſo great a Relax · 
* ation of Labour, as is totally incompatible 
with the Purpoſe for which Negroes are 
% purchaſed—Negroes are not in the firſt In- 


* ſtance bought for the + Increaſe of the 


* Species 

> » Page 13. : 5 
+. One Thing I cannot omit, "a the ingenuovs 
Mr. NewTon, which was told me by the Gentleman to 
whom my Ship was conſigned at Antigua in the year 
1751, and who was himſelf a Planter—He ſaid that 
Calculations had been made with all poſſible Exactneſ⸗ 


to determine which was the preferable, that is the more 


ſaving Method of managing Slaves— 

Whether to appoint them moderate Work, Plenty of 
Proviſions, and ſuch Treatment as might enable them 
to protract their Lives to old Age—Or By 
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40 Species, but for their Work, and if a cer- 


« tain Quantity of Work be not done, their 


“ Owners muſt” be ruined Therefore the 
Condition of Slaves being ſuch as neceſſarily 
" expoſes them to Accidents conducing to 
« Depopulation,” we need not be ſurpriſed that 
their Numbers do decreaſe,”—After ſuch 
cogent Reaſons for the Neceſſity of an annual 
Supply of Slaves we will not augment it by 
any additional Sacrifice of Lives to the Bar- 
barity of ill Treatment, though if the Object 
in a purchaſed Negro be only ſuch as the 
Author repreſents, I muſt confeſs I ſhould 
ſuſpect the Motive that witheld the Severity of 
Correction. 


Sterility, and a y Death, muſt indeed 
be the Moy of ſuch Treatment, but 
E W221 (though 


By rigorouſly ſtraining their Strength to che vrmoſt, 
with little Relaxatibh, hard Fare, and hard Uſage, 


to wear them out before they become uſeleſs and unable 


to do Service, and then to buy new ones to fill up their 
Places, 

The Calcutadion was ; determined i in Favour of the lat- 
ter Syſtem, and on many Eſtates where it was put in 
Execution, the Slave was generally brought to his miſer- 
able End within nine Years. Ex Pede Herculem. 


1 Vid. Thoughts upon the African Slave Trade by Rey. 
; | J. Nawrox. T. 38. . 
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(though it is a harſh Word to pronounce) the 
Charge of both, the more fully it is ſubſtan- 
tiated, is but a greater Aggravation of the 
Planters' Corruption and Cruelty Examples 
on private Eſtates have been brought of an 
increaſing Population, and the Caſe of Doctor 
Marr fully proves, as the Author himſelf is 
forced to acknowledge, what great Things may 
be effefted in the Way of Generation—To. plead 
therefore embarraſſed Circumſtances, or an in. 
cumbered Eſtate, againſt the mild and ſalutary 
Effects of Prudence and Economy, is in 
moſt Caſes to ſupport Extravagance at; the 
Expence of Humanity, and to- countenance 
Folly and Vice by the Practice of Iniquity 
and Oppreſſion With a Climate far ſuperior 
to their own, and the Inſtincts of Nature un- 
ſubdued, What is there to exclude the Hopes 
of a perpetual Abolition of this barbarous 
Traffic, but the Check that our Crimes or 
our Avarice throws upon the natural Fruit- 
fulneſs of our Species The Barrenneſs of the 
Female Slaves, if ariſing from exceflive La- 
bour; Or premature Births brought on by an 
Expoſure to the Weather in a State of Preg- 
nancy, requires but little Attention, and 4 
mall Degree af Compaſſion to ne or 
x. F Oy ee Mag reyent 
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5 
prevent And to rear the Infant into Man- 
hood, ſuppoſing the Trade no longer to exiſt, 


would then become an Object of Intereſt, as 
well of Inclination—The indiſcriminate Com- 


an 

or merce of the two Sexes might alſo in ſome 
is Meaſure be reſtrained, by Encouragements to 
14 Matrimony, and Laws and Penalties annexed 
ad to the Breach of its Duties In ſhort if we 


in. exclude from the Queſtion the preſent Situation 
of thc Planters, there is not an Argument to 
prove the Expediency of the Trade, that does 
not prove the Hardneſs of our Hearts, nor a 
Plea in its Defence, that ought to be heard in 
a ſubſequent Period. 


I snarL forbear any farther Diſcuſſion of 
the Arguments againſt the Abolition, as im- 
mediately reſpecting the Colonies, becanſe thoſe 
which. increaſe the Severities of the ſurviving 
Negroes, and ſuperadd the Labour of the Dead 
to the Taſk of the Living can be ſupported 

2 only 
» That a progreſſive Generation may in a few Vears 
under ſalutary Regulations, aboliſh the farther Importa- 
tion of Slaves, appears from the Authors own Ac- 
count of the Iſlands of Jamaica, St. Vincent, Domi- 


nique, Tobago, Grenada, and the Grenadines—Page 18 
—And _ good Effects of the Weſt India * on 


the 
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(a8 1 
only on the Suppoſition of an immediate and 
deciſive Act of the Legiſlature againſt any 
future Importation— And thoſe which relate 
to the Lands ceded by the French in 1563, 
and diſpoſed of to Planters by Auction under 
the direct Sanction of Parliament, meet the 
Opinion I have uniformly adhered to, that we 
cannot be generous without being unjuſt, nor 
liberate the Slave, without endangering the 
Lives and Poſſeſſions of our Subjects — But 
we may, and ought to direct by Authority, 


the private Conduct of Individuals, ſo as to 


render them Inſtruments of public Good, and 
whilſt we extend our Protection to the Citizen, 
ſuffer him not to diſgrace that Protection, by 
a Contempt of thoſe Duties, which more im- 
mediately belong to him as a Man. 


As to the beneficial Conſequences of the African 
Trade* conſider'd only as a productive SWurce 
| 5 of 

the Conftitution of the Negroes, is cootirmbd: alſo by 
the Obſervations of a very ingenious and attentive En- 
quirer into their Nature and Temper “ The Reverſe 


** of what is ſuppoſed to happen to the European, 
*« attends the African Race—Every Generation here, is 


an Improvement on the former,” —A Treatiſe on Tro- 


pical Diſeaſes and on the Climate 1 the Weſt Indies, 


by B. MoseLy, M. D. 


; 7 Page 21. 
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of Employment to our Manufacturers, or as 
a Nurſery to our Seamen, they preſs too hard 
upon. the Feelings of Mankind, to be ſup- 
ported on the bare Motive of Intereſt, or 
Policy—Channels of honeſt Induſtry will never 
be wanting to the growing Capital of this 
Country, and as far as that is employed, will 
it tend to provide for the public Exigencies of 
the State But excluſive of the Horror and 
Inhumanity of this Branch of Traffic, the 
annual Loſs of ſo many Seamen engaged in 
it, and-the hardened Inſenſibility acquir'd by 
all, cannot be compenſated in Point of na- 


tional Utility, by the moſt exaggerated Pro- 
duce of her Cuſtoms and Duties, 


Taz + Commercial Syſtem of Nations is 
undoubtedly, as the Author juſtly remarks, 
a Competition for Trade, in Order to obtain 
Wealth and maritime Influence How far the 


env ious 


* Vis. the candid and above-mentioned Eſſay of the 
Rev. J. Næwrox, Pages 9, 10, et ſeg. | 

Vid. alſo the horrid Narrative -of Mr. FaLcon- 
BRIDGE, Page 37—to the End-— After peruſing theſe 


well-atteſted Publications, the Reader will hardly liſten 


I believe to any Arguments adduced in Favour of the 
African Trade, as a lucrative Branch of Commerce. 


+ Page 23. 
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of France, by our withdrawing our Compe- 
tition, and abandoning the Slave Trade— 


4 
1 
* 


an Equality of Concurrence is maintained, 


vantage of our Folly, what Superiority have 


may not defy? And granting us to indulge 
the Hopes of ſeeing an Iſland of free Negroes, 
the Compariſon. of it with one of ſubmiſſive 


( 49 )) 
envious Jealouſies ariſing from Commerce 
have deſtroyed the Equity, and leſſened the 
Profits of it would be here wholly foreign to 
the Queſtion—We are to remove only the 4p. 
prehen/ions of à decided Superiority on the Part 


The Argument here again reſts upon the 
Effects of an immediate; inſtead 'of a progreſſive 
Abolition, and upon a Suppoſition that France 
and the other European - Powers will not con- 
cur in any general Plan, for the Relief of this 
degraded, and injured Part of Mankind——1 
cannot but think (and as far as 'the Evidence 
of Converſation may be admitted, with. Re. 
gard to France, I ſpeak from Experience) 
that whatever Regulations we may propoſe, 
or whatever Means we may ſuggeſt, as far as 


the other Nations will readily adopt But 
provided they ſhould be inclined to take Ad- 


we to dread, that Prudence and Humanity 


and oppreſſed , would both in the Dit- 
| ference 


the 
Move 
ance 


con- 
this 


— 1 
lence 
Re- 
ence) 
poſe, 
Far as 
ined, 
—But 
Ad- 
have 
anity 
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rence 


ſenſible how incompetent I am to the Taſk, 


(/ 45 ) 
ference of its Culture, and, the Strength of 


its Defence, prove the Meaſure 0 be as 
e as ĩt is Dab. 


N01 | 

mY is a pleaſing Taſk to 1 the Author 
through. the ſubſequent; Courſe of his, Re- 
marks; and the humane Regulations he pro- 
poſes, the Hopes he entertains that Time may 
bring about the Ceſſation of the Import from 
Africa, proves that though we are not ſo ſan- 
guine, we are at leaſt equally ſincere in our 
Expectations— It proves that the Work of 
Reformation may probably be accompliſhed, 
and that as it is in our Power to afford Aſſiſtance, 
we are in Duty bound to do it.* 


L 


Wrere I have oppoſed the Principle or 
Tendency of his Opinions, as operating againſt 
this humane Concluſion, I hope I have done 
it with that Moderation which I am ſure his 
Candour deſerves, and only with that Warmth 


of Zeal which I feel the Subject excites—lIn 


attempting to ſubjoin any Regulations, I am 


yet if they tend in the ſmalleſt Degree to 
advance the Claims of the Helpleſs and 
Abandoned, 


Dr. PaigsTLEY 's Sermon on the Subject. 
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. (4) | 
Abandoned, I cannot think them wholly uſe. 
teſs—My Wiſh is to affociate the private Sen. 
timents of the Heart with the Calls of public 
Utility, to adopt the Duties we are bound to 
perform, with the Circumſtances we are forced 
to obey, and to inculcate that Spirit of Equa- 


lity, which Pride and Prejudice _ ae 
held in Contempt. 8 
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REGULATIONS. 


VERY Captain clearing out for the 
/ Coaſt of Africa, to have the Number 
of Slaves he ſhall be allowed to carry, regu- 
lated according to the Size and Tonnage of 
his Veſſel. 955 TE. 


Every Captain prohibited under the ſevereſt 
Penalties, from tranſporting or ſelling Slaves 
to any other but the Britiſh Colonies. 


* No Slave to be bought above a certain 
Age—The Conſent, of the Slave to be neceſ- 


F | ſary 


* It will here probably be aſked how the Age of a 
Slave is to be determined, or how the Conſent of the 
Slave is to be known—The Miſtake in the firſt Inſtance 
cannot if deſigned extend ſo far, but that it will afford 
a Protection to thoſe who in an advanced Period of Life 
can never hope to ſurvive the Fatigue of a few Years 
And on Parts of the Windward Coaſt (I believe I ſpeak 
from good Information) many Slaves are deſirous of 


exchanging the Fetters of the black Merchants for thoſe 


of the Captain Perhaps a freed Negro, acting as Super- 
Cargo, might in a few. Years be uſefully employed in 
explaining to them the Nature and Terms of their Caps 
tivity, and ſo render the Servitude wholly voluntary. 
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(44) 
ſary—At the End of ſeven Years the Slave to 
be entitled to F reedom, in Cafe of Children 


at the Age of 24. 


Evzzy Cargo to conſiſt of at leaſt an 
equal Number of Females, and a Tax to be 


laid on the Importation of all male Slaves 
above "on Age of 10 Years. 


- 


No Sale to be alles of by Scramble, but 


| the Merchant to whom the Cargo belongs, or 
is conſigned, to diſpoſe of them peaceably to 


the different Purchaſers, No Separation to 


take Place between Parents and their Children. 


Every Slave that is bought to be entered 


in a public Regiſter, with the Name of the 
_ Purchaſer, the Time when, and from whom 
purchaſed—And a private Regiſter to be kept 
on every Plantation, or by the Clergyman of 


the Pariſh, of all Burials, Marriages, and 


| Chriſtenings. 


n A nc ſmuggled into a Plan- 


tation from any other Market, to be forfeited 
to the Governing Power of the Iſland. 
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No 


„ 
No Slave to work beyond a fixed Hour in 
. Evening, unleſs paid for extraordinary 
Labour, or as a Puniſhment for Miſde- 
meanors. | | 


1 - 


a Plantation Labour on mm to be 
OY forbidden, \ 


A Slave guilty of Acts of petty Larceny 
not to be judged, or puniſhed by the Deciſion 
of his own Maſter, but by ſome neighbouring 
Juſtice, or Court inveſted with proper Powers 
—The Matter of Fact to be decided by a 
Jury of his Fellow Slaves, the Sentence of 
Puniſhment to follow, and as far as the Nature 
of it will admit, to be aeg inflicted by 
his Comrades. e 


* DirFexENT Badges to diſtinguiſh different 
Crimes to be worn, till ſubſequent good Be- 
haviour may: remove them. 


. FRED 


* I mention this from having been Witneſs to the 


good Effect of this Mode of Paniſhment among the 


Slaves in the French Ports—The Diſgrace of a red, 
yellow, or green Cap, is more grievouſly felt than the 
Chains themſelves, as it is a Mark of Inferiority and 


Degradation in the Eyes of their Aſſociates. 
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_ puniſhed with Loſs of Freedom for a certain 


| Tax Goveriior's Council and the Legiſla- 


#6 


Fazsp Slaves to work by the Price or Job 
— No Proprietor of Land to hire a free Slave 
without the Conſent of the Planter who eman- 
cipated him The Price of Labour to be 
fixed, and no Temptation to be * out by 
Increaſe of Wages. 1 | 


PREGNANT Women to do no EF jeld Work 
_—_ the laſt two Months 8 their Pregnancy. 


Womzn who have 3 three Children 
in Wedlock to be amancipated. 


ADULTERY, where the Slave is free, to be 


Term, or in Caſe both Parties are in a State 
of Slavery, with ſome other heavy Penalty. 


— EMANCIPATED Slaves guilty of any flagrant 
Miſdemeanor, to have their Freedom aß * 


Tux Governor's Salary to be n 
of a Vote of the An 


tive Council to be diſtinct in their Conftitu- 
tion, as well as. in their. Offices, 


I rox - 


lave 


1 | 
I rorBzar to mention the Converſion of 
Slaves to Chriſtianity, or the Duties requiſite 


in the Miniſter to forward ſo laudable an In- 


tention, becauſe in the preſent Situation of 


' Maſter and Slave I am perſuaded every Effort 


would be ineffectual, and becauſe if a neceſ- 
fary Foundation was firſt laid by a Commu- 
nication of . ſocial Privileges, a Zeal and Earn- 
eſtneſs in the reſpective Paſtors, would not, 
I preſume, be wanting to forward ſo noble 
an Undertaking; How litile we may now ex- 
pect from religious Improvement has been 
fully exemplified by the ill Succeſs of many 
Attempts ; and how much may be dane bere- 
after by the previous Admiſſion of Reaſon, 
Liberty and Law, though it cannot be aſcer- 
tained by Experience, yet if we conſider the 
Pattern from whence we are to form our In- 
ſtruction, there is ſufficient to juſtify the moſt 
confident Expectations “ I am willing to 
* flatter myſelf,” ſays the Author of a late 
ingenious and no leſs celebrated Publication, 
that the moral and intellectual Scene about 
us begins to brighten I indulge myſelf in 
* Moments of the moſt enthuſiaſtic and de- 
* lightful Viſion; taking Encouragement from 
< that glorious Prophecy, that of the Increaſe 


wk 4 


: i 9 20 
** of bis Government there ſhall be no End—A 
Prediction which ſeems to be gradually ac- 
** compliſhing ; and in no Inſtance more per. 
* haps, than in the noble Attempt about to 
© be made for the Abolition of the African 
Slave Trade—For what Event can human 
« Wiſdom foreſee more likely to contribute 
* to give. the Son the Heathen for his Inheritance, 
« and the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth for his 
* fPaſſeſſion - than the Succeſs of ſuch an En. 
ter prize, which will reſtore the Luſtre of 
the Chriſtian Name, too long ſullied with 
*+* Oppreſſion, Cruelty and Injuſtice.” —— 
Thoughts an the Manners of the Great, P. 112. 
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Tur Succeſs of the Moravian Miſſionaries in Green- 
land, and the Converſion of the Slaves among the 
Quakers is a ſufficient Proof of our Indifference to the 
Cauſe of Religion, or a Diſregard of the Precepts it in- 
culcates—And in the Encouragement given to our Miſ- 
fionaries for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge in foreign 
Parts it is painful to reflect, that they can ſeldom inſiſt 
upon the Worth of its Inſtitutions, from the Practice or 
Example of their ſurrounding Countrymen who profeli 
to make them the Rule of their Faith and Conduct. 
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TN the View which I have taken of this 
Queſtion, Sir, it is more than probable that 
I ſhall be cenſured for having extended it 
beyond the Bounds of Reality; that my Ima- 
gination has hurried me into Perſuaſions, that 
the general Situation of the Negroes will not 
juſtify, and into propoſed Remedies, which 
under the preſent Circumſtances of the Trade, 
can never take Effect Many of the Regula- 
tions ſuggeſted, though ſome of them are 
founded on the Authority and Experience of 
Weſt India Planters, will be deemed perhaps 
ineffectual or impracticable, and all of them 
injudicious—They are however defenſible on 
the Plea of good Intention, and though the 
Intereſt of Merchants has long ſince given a 


Bias to our Reaſonings, it never can give a 


new Tone to our Feelings Was the Queſtion 
to be decided by the Heart, I truſt no Man 
could appeal to this internal Monitor. and - 
with Sincerity oppoſe it—The natural Con- 
nection of moral Things is unchangeable, and 
and it is only when it is involved in the 
Affairs of Government, that the ſeparate En- 
quiries are confounded—Ir' is then we accom- 
modate our Principles to our Practice ;, it is 
then the Caſes of e are blended with 
national 
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tions and Dependencies, rendered themſelves 


vernment, that its Interpoſition can ſeldom 


who from an habitual Indulgence in Eaſe and 
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national Welfare and Security; and the ſame 
Sentiment which directs us to the Love of our 
Country, narrows and contracts within its own 


owe to the Reſt of Mankind—In Proportion 
allo as Riches have become the Means of 
national Importance, they have become the 
principal Object of national Encouragement, 
and the commercial -Eſtabliſhments of the 
Kingdom have through their relative Connec- 


at once ſo uſeful, and ſo formidable to Go- 


with Safety be applied, beyond the Protection 
it affords We have ſeen a Miniſter in the 
Fullneſs of Power, ſacrificed, we are told, 
ro the Apprehenſions of ove Body of Mer- 
chants; and a ſecond (it is induſtrioufly whil- 
pered) may pay the Forfeit of his Raſhneſs, 
by too haſty an Interference in the Concern: 
of another And when to this vigilant ' Jez- 
louſy, is ſuperadded the Indifference of thoſc, 


Luxury look no farther than the momentary 
Gratification, and are inſenſible to Wrongs, 
of which they are not the immediate Victims, 
we cannot expect the Opinion to be ſhaken 


W © to Buſineſs, think of Nothing but the Num- 
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by Force of Argument, or the Judgement 5 
be altered by Evidence of Facts A Tender- 
neſs to thoſe who depend upon us, a Sym- 
pathy for the Sorrows the Iniquity of our 
Traffic occaſions, is either a Treachery to 
the Merchant who has embarked his Capital, 
ot a Treaſon to the State which has confirmed 
his Privileges—lI ſhall not, I truſt, be accuſed 
of any Diſreſpect to a Set of Men, who 
through a Courſe of progreſſive Induſtry have 


done Honour to their Country, and to human 


Nature; Habits of Intimacy with many of 


this Deſcription, might tempt me to be par- 


tial, but would never ſuffer me to be unjuſt 
Nor do I believe there exiſt more ſtrenuo 

Aﬀertors of the Rights of Humanity, bn 
are to be found among ſome of thoſe, who 
from the Habits of Trade, and an Inattention 
to Conſequences, have in ſome Degree been 
acceſſory to the Infringement of them“ And 
* whilft from an Opinion (as an animated 
Writer obſerves) © that the Virtues of Men 
* are ſecure, ſome who turn their Attention 


bers and Wealth of a People, and others 

* from a Dread of Corruption think of No- 

* thing but how to preſerve the national Vir- 
-G s £uCs, 


K 
* tues, Human Society has great Obliga- 
tions to both - They are oppoſed to one 
another only by Miſtake, and the Misfor. 
e tune is, that even when united, they have 
* not always Strength ſufficient to combat the 
*© wretched. Party, that refers every Object to 
7 perſonal Intereſt, and that cares not for the 
« Safety or Increaſe of any Stock but his 
cn. , | | 


"of happens 4 in \ the Diſcuſſion of great 
and important Subjects, that we. are too 
apt to embrace the Whole, without enter- 
ing into a Detail of its. component Parts; 
In a lucrative Branch of Commerce we look 
only to the Receipts of the Cuſtoms, and 
meaſure the Dimenſions of our foreign 
Territories, by the Scale of Imports and 
Exportation. — If we turn a Thought to- 
wards the dreadful Conſequences of theſe 
Poſſeſſions, we ſtifle. it under the Impoſſi- 
bility . of a Reform, and becauſe we are 
+ unable, or Kpyilling to trace e Evil, 
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505 ideen on Civil Bockbiy, | 

+ Mr. Dunvas in an Inveſtigation of Indian Tranſ- 
actious, in which he was principally concerned, found 
| TE , | the 
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do the Individuals who have been the 
= Cauſes of it. — We have long ſighed over 
the Cruelties and Rapacity exerciſed in 
our Eaſtern Poſſeſſions, but it required a 
Firmneſs of Mind, and Perſeverance be- 
yond Example, a Diſplay of Abilities that 
almoſt exceeds Belief, to ſubſtantiate the 
Charge of Treachery and Inhumanity, and 
to guide the Paſſions and Prejudices of 
Party, to a Senſe of public Juſtice. — In 
correcting the Abuſes of Power in our Weſt 
India Plantations, I am ſenſible likewiſe of 
the Difficulties you will have to encounter; 
the ſmalleſt Incroachment on perſonal Do- 
minion will be deemed a Sequeſtration of 
Property, and any Endeavour to bind the 
Hand of Tyranny and Oppreſſion, will be 
looſening the Band of all Order and Sub. 
jection. — You will be charged with pur- 
ſuing a Conduct in the Weſt Indies, that 
you ſo ſtrongly reprobated in the Eaſt; an 
Objection big with Danger will be urged 
G 2 againſt 


e Diſiculty, I preſume, of bringing Home any ſpecific - 
Charge, though the preſumptive Evidence was fo ftrong 
(as he repeatedly declared in the Houſe of Commons) as 


to leave no Doubt in his Breaſt of the Guilt of the 
Accuſed, 
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againſt every Regulation and Amendment, 
and ſuch a Variety of Intereſts muſt be ad- 
uſted, ſuch a Number of Complaints attend- 
ed to in framing every Statute, that it will re- 
quire an Earneſtneſs and a Zeal in the Cauſe 
of Humanity, not to weep over the Ruins 
which you dare not attempt to reſtore.— Parti. 
cular Cafes of Wretchedneſs among our own 
Poor, will be adduced to alleviate the Odium 
with which we ſtigmatize the Barbarities in- 
flicted on our African Brethren, we ſhall be 
told that we pretend to feel for Miſeries 'we 
do not fee, and ſhut our Eyes and Ears 
againſt the Diſtreſs and Want that beſiege 
our very Doors, — The Code of Laws re- 
ſpecting the Slaves, will be examined on the 
Principles of thoſe, eſtabliſhed to ſupport 
the Diſcipline of our Army and Navy—and 
a Negro under the Laſh of an unfeeling 
Overſeer for Drunkenneſs will be- oppoſed 
to a poor Soldier ſentenced to the Halberts 
for the ſame Offence by the Members of a 
Court Martial, jut awakened perhaps from 
the Stupour of Midnight Ebriety,—lt would 
treſpaſs both on your Time and inſult your Un- 
derſtanding to anſwer ſuch Arguments, Com- 
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pariſon at beſt can be no Juſtification, nor 
would a Man convicted of Murder, be leſs 
guilty, becauſe he could accuſe another of 
Robbery.—Limitations and Reſtrictions, Sir, 
have been found neceſſary to correct the 
Rapacity and Avarice of the Eaſtern Deſpot, 
and ſome ſalutary Regulations we hope may 
be adopted, to counteract the Tyranny and 
Barbarity that is crept into the Commercial 
Syſtem of our Weſt India Iſlands—Dignified 
as you are by your Station, and bound by the 
political Duties of it, you have ſtill ſome 
prior Obligations, which your Heart muſt 
refuſe to violate—To reconcile theſe with 
Policy, to advance gradually towards the 
Paths of Juſtice we have abandoned, and to 
riſe by ſucceſſive Improvements to-the Height 
of national Virtue, will be a Triumph far 
ſuperior to any you have yet experienced— 
Thoſe you have defeated will diſdain a Party. 
Oppoſition againſt the Rights of human Na- 
ture, they have given the nobleſt Aſſurances 
of Support in ſuch a Cauſe, and forgetting 
the Miniſter, will unite with Mr. PiTT to 
render the Name of an Engliſhman as dear 
as it is formidable to the Indian and to the 
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Negro. With earneſt Wiſhes for the 
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